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1
OBSTACLE DETECTION SYSTEM
PROVIDING CONTEXT AWARENESS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure relates to aircraft collision avoidance.
BACKGROUND

One or more crew members maneuvering a relatively
large vehicle, such as an aircraft, may have difficulty in
being aware of obstacles around the vehicle with which the
vehicle may potentially collide. The difficulty can arise, in
part, due to limited visibility caused by the relatively large
size of the vehicle, and due to potential distractions, such as
other moving vehicles, or such as other maneuvers and
related operations being performed by the crew, Examples of
obstacles include, but are not limited to, static obstacles
(e.g., a hangar or other building, a lighting pole or a fence)
and other vehicles (e.g., a ground vehicle, or an aircraft).

Some aircraft, ground systems, or both, are equipped with
an obstacle detection system used during ground operations
of an aircraft to help a flight crew, ground crew, or both stay
apprised of obstacles with which the aircraft may collide,
The obstacle detection system may, for example, be config-
ured to detect an obstacle and generate and display a
graphical user interface that provides an indication of the
detected obstacle.

SUMMARY

The disclosure describes example obstacle detection sys-
tems configured to generate and display a graphical user
interface (GUI) that includes an overhead image (e.g., a
satellite image) of an area in which a vehicle (e.g., an aircraft
or a marine vehicle) is positioned (e.g., a ground area or a
water area), a graphical representation of the vehicle, and
graphical representations of one or more obstacles, The
graphical representations of the one or more obstacles and
vehicle can be arranged relative to the overhead image to
indicate determined real-world positions (e.g., geographical
location and orientation) of the one or more obstacles and
vehicle, respectively, relative to other features shown in the
overhead (e.g., airport structure or other buildings). The
disclosure also describes example methods for generating
and displaying the GUI including the information regarding
detected ground obstacles.

Displaying the graphical representations of the vehicle
and one or more detected obstacles together with the over-
head image may help provide a user with context awareness
for the current vehicle position relative to obstacles, which
may help a user make more informed decisions about how
to maneuver the vehicle relative to the obstacles. In some
examples, the GUI also includes a graphical representation
of a user, which may provide further context awareness for
the user. The graphical representation of the user can be
arranged relative to the overhead image to indicate deter-
mined real-world position of the user

In some examples, the overhead image is a stored image
that does not necessarily provide a real-time indication of
the obstacles that surround the vehicle. In other examples,
the overhead image is a real-time image that illustrates the
current surroundings of the vehicle, including obstacles
located proximate the vehicle at the time the system presents
the GUI to the user. In these examples, the overhead image
may also include images of the vehicle and one or more
obstacles. In either example, graphical representations of the
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vehicle and one or more obstacles may be provided in the
GUI to convey additional information to the user, such as the
threat level of the obstacles. The graphical representations of
the obstacles may, for example, include one or more char-
acteristics e.g., visual indicia) that indicate the threat level of
the obstacles, which may be a function of the proximity of
the obstacles to the vehicle.

In one example, the disclosure is directed to a method
comprising determining, by a processor, a location of at least
one obstacle proximate an aircraft, determining, by the
processor, a location of the aircraft, and generating, by the
processor, a graphical user interface based on the location of
the obstacle and the location of the aircraft, the graphical
user interface comprising a graphical representation of the
aircraft and a graphical representation of the at least one
obstacle on an overhead image of area in which the aircraft
and the at least one obstacle are positioned.

In another example, the disclosure is directed to a system
comprising a display and a processor configured to deter-
mine a location of at least one obstacle proximate an aircraft,
determine a location of the aircraft, generate a graphical user
interface based on the location of the obstacle and the
location of the aircraft, and display the graphical user
interface via the display, the graphical user interface com-
prising a graphical representation of the aircraft and a
graphical representation of the at least one obstacle on an
overhead image of area in which the aircraft and the at least
one obstacle are positioned.

In another example, the disclosure is directed to a system
comprising means for determining a location of at least one
obstacle proximate an aircraft, means for determining a
location of the aircraft, means for receiving an overhead
image of area in which the aircraft and the at least one
obstacle are positioned, and means for generating a graphi-
cal user interface based on the location of the obstacle and
the location of the aircraft, the graphical user interface
comprising a graphical representation of the aircraft and a
graphical representation of the at least one obstacle on the
overhead image.

In another example, the disclosure is directed to a com-
puter-readable medium comprising instructions that, when
executed by a processor, cause the processor to determine a
location of at least one obstacle proximate an aircraft,
determine a location of the aircraft, generate a graphical user
interface based on the location of the obstacle and the
location of the aircraft, and display the graphical user
interface via the display, the graphical user interface com-
prising a graphical representation of the aircraft and a
graphical representation of the at least one obstacle on an
overhead image of area in which the aircraft and the at least
one obstacle are positioned.

In another aspect, the disclosure is directed to an article of
manufacture comprising a computer-readable storage
medium. The computer-readable storage medium comprises
computer-readable instructions for execution by a processor.
The instructions cause a programmable processor to perform
any part of the techniques described herein. The instructions
may be, for example, software instructions, such as those
used to define a software or computer program. The com-
puter-readable medium may be a computer-readable storage
medium such as a storage device (e.g., a disk drive, or an
optical drive), memory (e.g., a Flash memory, read only
memory (ROM), or random access memory (RAM)) or any
other type of volatile or non-volatile memory that stores
instructions (e.g., in the form of a computer program or other
executable) to cause a programmable processor to perform
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the techniques described herein. The computer-readable
medium is non-transitory in sonic examples.

The details of one or more examples are set forth in the
accompanying drawings and the description below. Other
features, objects, and advantages of the disclosure will be
apparent from the description and drawings, and from the
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an obstacle detection
system, an aircraft, a plurality of obstacles, and a user (e.g.,
a ground crew member).

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram of an example system
configured to generate and display a graphical user interface
including an overhead image of a surface on which an
aircraft is positioned, as well as graphical a representation of
the aircraft and a graphical representation of at least one
obstacle displayed together with the overhead image.

FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram illustrating an example
sensor fusion process.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a device presenting an
example graphical user interface including an overhead
image of a surface on which an aircraft is positioned, as well
as graphical a representation of the aircraft and a graphical
representation of at least one obstacle displayed together
with the overhead image.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating a technique for
generating a graphical user interface including an overhead
image of an area in which an aircraft is positioned, as well
as graphical representation of the aircraft and a graphical
representation of at least one obstacle displayed together
with the overhead image.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An obstacle detection system can be used to help a user
stay apprised of obstacles proximate a vehicle, For example,
the system can be used during ground operations to help an
aircraft flight crew or ground crew stay apprised of obstacles
with which the aircraft may collide during the ground
operations (e.g., during taxiing by the aircraft or towing of
the aircraft via a tow tug to a destination, such as a hangar
or a gate area of an airport). The obstacles can include, for
example, another aircraft, a ground vehicle, an airport struc-
ture, or another object. In some cases, an aircraft may be
moved on the ground to a particular position with the
support of other vehicles (e.g., ground vehicles, such as tow
tugs) and the ground crew may include a driver of the other
vehicle.

In some examples described herein, an obstacle detection
system includes one or more sources of information regard-
ing the presence of an obstacle proximate an aircraft (e.g.,
sensors placed at various locations around the aircraft, such
as at the wingtips), a user interface, and a processor con-
figured to receive the information, detect an obstacle based
on the information, and control the user interface to present
a GUI that includes information regarding the detected
obstacle. The user interface is configured to present the GUI
to a user, which may be a ground crew member, a flight crew
member, or another user. The user interface can include any
suitable human-machine interface, such as a handheld com-
puting device (e.g., a tablet computing device), a head-up
display, a head-down display, or a head-mounted display.

An aircraft flight crew maneuvering an aircraft on the
ground, e.g., as an aircraft taxis from a runway to a gate at
an airport, or a ground crew directing the movement of the
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aircraft on the ground may have difficulty being aware of
obstacles proximate the aircraft. The difficulty may arise in
part due to limited visibility caused by the relatively large
size of the aircraft, and due to potential distractions, such as
other moving vehicles on the ground, or such as other
taxiway maneuvers and related operations being performed
by the aircraft crew. For example, due to the size of the
aircraft, the crew may be unaware of obstacles near the
wingtips or the tail of the aircraft. The obstacle detection
systems described herein may help reduce the number,
severity, or both, of inadvertent collisions of the aircraft with
obstacles while the aircraft is on the ground by helping the
flight crew, ground crew, or both (generally referred to
herein as “crew”) stay apprised of obstacles that may be near
the aircraft.

The devices, systems, and techniques described herein
include features that help enhance a user’s awareness of the
obstacles proximate an aircraft by providing context aware-
ness regarding the task at hand. In some examples described
herein, an obstacle detection system is configured to gener-
ate and display a GUI that includes an overhead image (e.g.,
a satellite image) of the area in which a vehicle (e.g., an
aircraft or marine vehicle) is positioned, a graphical repre-
sentation of the vehicle, and graphical representations of one
or more obstacles. The graphical representations of the
vehicle and one or more obstacles are presented with the
overhead image to indicate the current position (e.g., geo-
graphical location and orientation) of the wvehicle and
obstacles, respectively, relative to other features shown in
the overhead, In some examples, the GUI also includes a
graphical representation of a user, which may provide fur-
ther context awareness for the user.

The graphical representations of the vehicle and one or
more obstacles are positioned relative to the overhead image
to indicate determined real-world positions of the vehicle
and obstacles relative to other features (e.g., airport structure
or other buildings). In this way, the GUI may provide
context awareness for the user, by presenting a “big-picture”
visual representation of the aircraft and surrounding
obstacles. By providing real-world context for the current
position of the vehicle and one or more obstacles, and, in
some examples, the user, the GUI may help improve user
awareness of obstacles, which may help the user make more
informed decisions about directing the movement of the
aircraft on the surface in order to avoid collisions with the
obstacles.

The overhead image of the area in which a vehicle is
positioned can be, for example, a surface on which an
aircraft is positioned or a water area in which a boat is
positioned. The overhead image can be a static image (e.g.,
a photograph) or a video image captured by a camera or
another optical device, and is a snapshot of the real-world
environment in which the aircraft is positioned. For
example, the overhead image can be an image captured by
a satellite or another overhead camera (e.g., on a mechanical
system, or on a manned or unmanned aerial vehicle) con-
figured to capture a plan view of the area in which the
aircraft is positioned. In contrast to graphical representations
(e.g., schematic drawings) of the area in which a vehicle is
positioned, the overhead image can provide a user with a
more accurate and easily understandable framework for
determining the current position of the wvehicle and
obstacles.

In some examples, the overhead image is a stored image
that does not necessarily provide a real-time view of the area
in which the vehicle is positioned. Thus, in some examples,
the overhead image may not include an image of the vehicle
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and one or more detected obstacles. In other examples, the
overhead image is a real-time image that includes an image
of the vehicle and obstacles located proximate the vehicle at
the time the system presents the GUI to the user. In either
example, the GUI can include graphical representations of
the vehicle and one or more obstacles, which are objects that
are not part of the image, but, rather, imposed over image (or
otherwise displayed with the image). For example, the
graphical representations of the vehicle and one or more
obstacles can be computer-generated graphical objects.

The graphical representations of the vehicle and one or
more obstacles may be provided to convey additional infor-
mation to the user, such as the threat level of the obstacles.
The graphical representations of the obstacles may, for
example, include one or more characteristics (e.g., visual
indicia) that indicate the threat level of the obstacles, which
may be a function of the proximity of the obstacles to the
vehicle, a function of the possibility the aircraft will collide
with the detected obstacle, or both. The ground obstacle
detection system can determine the threat level based on the
proximity of the detected obstacle to the aircraft, based on
the location of the detected obstacle relative to the aircraft,
based on the heading of the aircraft, based on the speed of
the aircraft, or any combination thereof.

For example, the GUI can display a detected obstacle such
that the relative distance between the detected obstacle and
the aircraft is discernible by a user from viewing the GUL.
As an example, the graphical representation of the detected
obstacle displayed via the GUI can include one or more
characteristics that indicate a relative distance between the
detected obstacle and the aircraft. Examples of characteris-
tics include visible indicia such as, but not limited to, a color,
shading of a displayed object, a line pattern used to define
or fill the displayed object, and the like. As another example,
the GUI can include a ruler or other tool from which a user
may relatively quickly gauge the approximate distance
between the aircraft and the detected obstacle.

In some examples, the obstacle detection system
described herein may be used in conjunction with a ground
obstacle collision alert system, which is configured to gen-
erate and deliver, via a user interface, a ground obstacle
collision alert indicative of a ground. obstacle collision
condition, which can include, for example, a condition in
which there is a potential for a collision between the aircraft
and an obstacle while the aircraft is on the ground, e.g., due
to the distance between the aircraft and the obstacle, due to
the velocity and direction of the aircraft relative to the
obstacle, or any combination thereof. The ground obstacle
collision alert may be audible, visual, somatosensory, or any
combination thereof.

While examples of obstacle detection systems are primar-
ily described herein with reference to aircraft, in other
examples, the devices, systems, and techniques for collision
avoidance may also be used with other vehicles on the
ground or other surfaces, such as with marine vehicles in the
water. In the case of a marine vehicle, a towing boat may be
used to maneuver a relatively large ship in the water to a
docking location. It may be useful for crew aboard the tow
boat or the ship to stay apprised of obstacles and the location
of the obstacles relative to the water or ground surrounding
the ship.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example
obstacle detection system, as well as an overhead view of an
example situation in which context awareness may be use-
ful. In the example illustrated in FIG. 1, aircraft includes
sensors 14A, 14B, 14C, and 14D (collectively referred to as
“sensors 14”). As illustrated, aircraft 12 is surrounded by a
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plurality of obstacles 16A, 16B, 16C, and 16D (collectively
referred to as “obstacles 16™). In addition, FIG. 1 illustrates
user 18, who may be a ground crew member, using device
20, which may be configured to display a GUI including a
graphical representation of aircraft 12 and one or more of
obstacles 16A-16D on an overhead image of surface 22,
upon which aircraft 12 and the one or more obstacles
16A-16D are positioned. In some examples, device 20 is
configured to generate the GUI, while in other examples,
another device remotely located from device 20 generates
the GUI. Sensors 14 and device 20 are a part of the example
obstacle detection system shown in FIG. 1.

Sensors 14 are each configured to generate sensor data
indicative of a position of a portion of aircraft 12 and/or a
position of one or more obstacles, e.g., obstacles 16.
Although FIG. 1 illustrates four sensors 14, aircraft 12 may
include any suitable number of sensors 14. In some
examples, a particular sensor 14 may generate position data
representative of the position of the respective portion of
aircraft 12 on which the particular sensor 14 is positioned.
For example, sensor 14A may generate sensor data repre-
sentative of the position of the left wingtip of aircraft 12.

One or more of sensors 14 are configured to generate data
indicative of a position of a portion of aircraft 12 may be any
suitable sensor type. For example, sensors 14 may include
Global Positioning System (GPS) sensors, inertial naviga-
tion system (INS), or another positioning system configured
to indicate the location of aircraft 12. The location of aircraft
12 indicated by the data from one or more data sources 18
may be the geographic location (e.g., latitude and longitude)
of aircraft 12, the location of aircraft 12 relative to one or
more landmarks, or any combination thereof.

One or more of sensors 14A-14D may also be configured
to generate sensor data indicative of a position of one or
more of obstacles 16 A-16D. Sensors 14 may include any
type of sensor suitable for generating such data. For
example, the sensors may be a part of a synthetic vision
system/enhanced vision system/combined vision system
(SVS/EVS/CVS) of aircraft 12. Sensors of data sources 18
configured to generate information about obstacles near
aircraft 12 can include one or more active sensors (e.g., one
or more radar sensors), one or more passive sensors e.g., one
or more cameras), or any combination thereof. The sensors
may be located at any suitable place on aircraft 12. For
example, in some examples, if the sensors include radar
sensors or cameras, the radar sensors or cameras can be
located on tips of the wings of aircraft 12 and oriented along
a horizontal plane to detect the presence of objects at the
same height of the wings. In addition, the sensors may be
oriented in any suitable direction for detecting ground
obstacles.

The fields of view (FOVs) of the sensors 14 used to detect
obstacles can be selected such that sensors help provide a
user stay apprised of obstacles proximate aircraft 12, such as
near the wings and tail of aircraft 12.

In some examples, the one or more sensors 14 used to
detect obstacles include one or more radar sensors, which
are each configured to generate and emit a radar pulse and
detect a radar return pulse. The radar return pulse is gener-
ated by reflected energy from an object upon which the
emitted radar pulse is incident on, where the object can be
obstacles (e.g., ground objects) in an area of interest about
aircraft 12. The radar sensor can include an antenna (e.g., a
stationary antenna or an antenna that may be moved to
sweep an area of interest) configured to receive the radar
return pulses. A processor of the obstacle detection system
(e.g., processor 24 of device 20, shown in FIG. 2) can be
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configured to detect obstacles and determine the location
(e.g., global coordinates or location relative to aircraft 12) of
obstacles based on the radar return pulses. The location can
be, for example, both a distance and angular location relative
to aircraft 12. The one or more radar sensors can include, for
example, any suitable radar sensors, such as, but not limited
to, radar sensors used in a weather radar system of aircraft
12 or radar sensors dedicated to detecting ground obstacles
near aircraft 12.

For example, sensors 14 may include one or more radar
sensor modules, such as those described in U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/835,122 by Lamkin et al., entitled
“COLLISION-AVOIDANCE SYSTEM FOR GROUND
CREW USING SENSORS,” which is incorporated herein
by reference in its entirety. Each radar sensor module is
configured to emit, via the respective radar emitter, radar
signals, receive, at the respective detector device, radar
return signals corresponding to reflections of the emitted
signal from a ground obstacle, and transmit radar informa-
tion associated with the received radar signal reflections
reflected from the ground obstacle. Each of the plurality of
radar sensor modules can be uniquely located on a surface
of aircraft 12 that is at risk for collision with a ground
obstacle if the aircraft is moving (e.g., on wing tips, tail,
vertical stabilizer, cowlings of the aircraft engines, or any
combination thereot). A processor of the obstacle detection
system can receive the radar return signals from the radar
sensor modules, identify locations of ground obstacles in
proximity to aircraft 12 based on the radar return signals
(e.g., within a predetermined distance threshold of aircraft
12). As described in further detail below, the processor can
generate a GUI that includes an overhead view of surface 22,
as well as a graphical representation of aircraft 12 and a
graphical representation of obstacles 16 positioned relative
to the overhead view to indicate the real world position of
aircraft 12 and obstacles 16.

In some examples, the one or more sensors 14 used to
detect obstacles include one or more cameras. A processor of
the obstacle detection system may be configured to receive
images captured by the one or more cameras and process the
images based on light emitted by a light on aircraft 12, by
light emitted by other lamps or emitted from other lighting
fixtures, or from ambient light to detect obstacles 16 and, in
sonic examples, determine the location of detected obstacles
16 by at least identifying ranges from ground obstacles that
aircraft 12 may potentially collide with.

In addition to, or instead of, the techniques described
above, a processor of the obstacle detection system can be
configured to implement one or more ground obstacle detec-
tion techniques described in commonly-assigned U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/710,400 by Bateman et al., which is
entitled, “AIRPORT SURFACE COLLISION-AVOID-
ANCE SYSTEM (ASCAS)” and was filed on Dec. 10, 2012,
the entire content of which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence. In addition, aircraft 12 may include any devices and
systems described in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/710,400 by Bateman et al.

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/710,400 by Bateman
et al. discloses an airport surface collision-avoidance system
(ASCAS) that includes a plurality of sensors (e.g., one or
more active sensors, such as radar, one or more passive
sensors, such as a camera, or both) within aircraft light
modules. Based on information from these sensors, a pro-
cessor (e.g., processor 24 of FIG. 2) may detect and track
obstacles, evaluate and. prioritize threats, and declare and
determine collision-avoidance actions. The ASCAS is con-
figured to help avoid collisions on the airport surface (e.g.,
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during taxiing clear of airport buildings, during taxiing close
to airport buildings, during gate operations), between air-
craft 12 and any type of obstacle (e.g., another aircraft,
airport building, and ground service equipment), during all
visibility conditions, for any type of collision (e.g., a colli-
sion with an object and an aircraft wingtip, tail assembly,
engine cowl, fuselage, door, or any combination thereof),
and while aircraft 12 is under its own power or receives
power from an external device.

The data generated by sensors 14 may be used by a
processor (e.g., processor 24 of FIGS. 2 and 4) to detect
obstacles 16 and generate a GUI including a graphical
representation of aircraft 12 and one or more of obstacles 16.
In some examples, the processor may be positioned within
an external device, such as device 20 illustrated in FIG. 1.
In other examples, the processor may be positioned else-
where, such as in a remote computer.

In some examples, the processor can also use other data
to detect obstacles, such as data received from sources
external to aircraft 12. Examples of data that can be received
from sources external to aircraft 12 include, but are not
limited to, data indicating the position and, in some cases,
the velocity, of other aircraft on the ground, such as auto-
matic dependent surveillance-broadcast or broadcast/traffic
information  service-broadcast (ADS-B/TIS-B) data
received from other aircraft or ground vehicles, data trans-
mitted by an airport or airline and indicating the position of
other vehicles/aircraft/obstacles (e.g., received by aircraft 12
via a Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave Access
(WiMAX)), or any combination thereof. ADS-B data can
provide information regarding not only the relative location
of another aircraft, but also aircraft type data. In some
examples, a memory of the obstacle detection system (e.g.,
memory 25 shown in FIG. 2) stores a database that provides
geometry for different types of aircraft. Thus, in some
examples, based on ADS-B data received by the processor,
the processor can determine the size of a detected obstacle
relative to aircraft 12.

In some examples, a collision avoidance system may also
include a sensor 14 indicative of the position of user 18, For
example, device 20 may include a sensor 14 configured to
generate sensor data indicative of the position of user 18. As
another example, user 18 may wear a sensor 14 configured
to generate data indicative of his or her position. The sensor
can be similar to the sensors 14 described above with respect
to aircraft 12.

The processor of device 20 (or another device) may
receive the sensor data from sensors 14 via any suitable
means. For example, in some examples, the processor, or a
device within which the processor is located, may receive
the sensor data from sensors 14 via wireless communication
using radio frequency (RF) telemetry techniques, any of a
variety of local wireless communication techniques, such as
RF communication according to the 802.11 or Bluetooth
specification sets, infrared (IR) communication according to
the IRDA specification set, very high frequency (VHF) data
radios, Satellite Communications, Aircraft Communications
and Reporting System (ACARS), or other standard or pro-
prietary communication protocols. In some examples, the
processor, or a device within which the processor is located,
may also receive data or information from the sensors 14 via
any suitable wired connection. The processor, or a device
within which the processor is located, may also be config-
ured to receive data or information from the sensors 14 via
a satellite or air-to-ground communication technique.

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating an
example collision avoidance system 21 configured to gen-
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erate and present a GUI including graphical representations
of one or more detected obstacle 16 and a graphical repre-
sentation of aircraft 12 together with an overhead image of
surface 22 on which aircraft 12 is positioned. As illustrated
in FIG. 2, example system 21 may include one or more
sensors 14, processor 24, memory 25 including image
database 26, and user interface 48.

Processor 24, as well as other processors disclosed herein,
can comprise any suitable arrangement of hardware, soft-
ware, firmware, or any combination thereof, to perform the
techniques attributed to processor 24 herein. For example,
processor 24 may include any one or more microprocessors,
digital signal processors (DSPs), application specific inte-
grated circuits (ASICs), field programmable gate arrays
(FPGAs), or any other equivalent integrated or discrete logic
circuitry, as well as any combinations of such components.
Memory 25 includes any volatile or non-volatile media,
such as a random access memory (RAM), read only memory
(ROM), non-volatile RAM (NVRAM), electrically erasable
programmable ROM (EEPROM), flash memory, and the
like. Memory 25 may store computer readable instructions
that, when executed by processor 24, cause processor 24 to
perform the techniques attributed to processor 24 herein.

Processor 24 is configured to receive information indica-
tive of obstacles proximate aircraft 12. Processor can receive
the information via over a wired or wireless data channel via
a communications system (not shown in FIG. 2). Processor
24 may be configured to send, receive, or both send and
receive data from data sources onboard. aircraft 12 (e.g.,
sensors 14) as well as data sources external to aircraft 12,
such as from other vehicles and ground-based systems.
Example information that processor 24 can receive from
sources external to aircraft 12 include, but are not limited to,
data indicating the position and, in some cases, the velocity,
of other aircraft on the ground, such as automatic dependent
surveillance-broadcast or broadcast/traffic information ser-
vice-broadcast (ADS-B/TIS-B) data received from other
aircraft or ground vehicles, data transmitted by an airport or
airline and indicating the position of other vehicles/aircraft/
obstacles (e.g., received by aircraft 12 via a Worldwide
Interoperability for Microwave Access (WiMAX)), or any
combination thereof.

The data received by processor 24 can include, for
example, ADS-B data can provide information regarding not
only the relative location of another aircraft, but also aircraft
type data. In some examples, memory 24 or another memory
(e.g., onboard aircraft 12 or external to aircraft) stores a
database that provides geometry for different types of air-
craft Thus, in some examples, based on ADS-B data
received by processor 24, processor 24 can determine the
size of a detected obstacle relative to aircraft 12.

As discussed above with respect to FIG. 1, one or more
sensors 14 may be configured to generate sensor data
indicative of a position of a portion of aircraft 12 (e.g., the
portion of aircraft 12 upon which a respective sensor 14 is
positioned), and processor 24 can be configured to receive
the information and determine the location of aircraft 12
based on the received information.

In addition, one or more sensors 14 may be configured to
generate sensor data indicative of a position of at least one
of obstacles 16, and processor 24 can be configured to
receive the information and detect obstacles 16 and deter-
mine the location of obstacles 16 based on the received
information. Processor 24 can, for example, detect an
obstacle and determines the location of an obstacle proxi-
mate aircraft 12 using any suitable technique, such as, but
not limited to, any one or more of the techniques described
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above, such as those described in U.S. Patent Application
Publication No. 2012/0200433 by Glover et al., U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 12/835,122 by Lamkin et al., and U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/710,400 by Bateman et al.
Processor 24 can determine the location of the detected
obstacle by, for example, determining the distance between
the obstacle (or at least one surface of the obstacle) and
aircraft 12 based on the radar return pulses, determining
global coordinates of the obstacle based on information from
one or more sensors 14.

In addition, processor 24 can be configured to determine
not only the distance in one direction relative to aircraft
(e.g., in the direction of the heading of aircraft 12), but also
the angular position of the detected obstacle relative to a
structure of aircraft 12 (e.g., the structure on which the
sensor with which processor 24 detected the obstacle is
positioned). Thus, in some examples, processor 24 is con-
figured to determine a location of a detected obstacle based
on a radial coordinate system, which may be determined
relative to one or more fixed points on aircraft 12, which can
be, for example, defined by the sensors with which processor
24 detects an obstacle. Processor 24 may, for example,
implement techniques used by weather radar to determine
the location of the detected obstacle.

In some examples, processor 24 determines a threat level
of'a detected obstacle, e.g., based on the proximity to aircraft
12 (e.g., determined based on the lateral distance between
the detected obstacle and aircraft 12, based on a height of the
detected obstacle, or both), based on the heading of aircraft
12, based on a speed of aircraft 12 or any combination
thereof. The characterization of a detected obstacle as one of
these types of targets may indicate a threat level of the
detected obstacle, e.g., as a function of the possibility
aircraft 12 will collide with the detected obstacle. In some
examples, processor 24 determines a distance between air-
craft 12 (e.g., a specific aircraft structure, such as a wing,
wingtip or nacelle) and the detected obstacle (e.g., a direc-
tion in a direction parallel to the ground), and determines the
threat level of the detected obstacle based on the determined
distance.

In other examples, in addition to, or instead of, distance
to aircraft 12, processor 24 can use one or more other criteria
to determine the threat level of a detected obstacle. For
example, in some examples, processor 24 determines a
vertical height of a detected obstacle and characterizes
determines the threat level of a detected obstacle based on
the determined height of the detected obstacle, alone or in
combination with the distance of the obstacle to aircraft 12.
The vertical dimension is a direction substantially perpen-
dicular to the aircraft heading and extends generally per-
pendicular to the ground.

The vertical height of a detected obstacle may indicate the
threat level of the detected obstacle. If, for example, the
detected obstacle is aligned with a wing of aircraft 12, but
the height of the detected obstacle is lower than the height
of the wing, processor 24 may characterize the detected
obstacle as a relatively low threat level, even if the distance
between the obstacle and aircraft 12 indicates the obstacle
should be a higher threat level, because the possibility of the
wing colliding with the obstacle is relatively low due to the
height of the obstacle.

Memory 25 of system 21 another memory can store the
parameters (e.g., vertical heights and lateral distances) with
which processor 24 determines a threat level of a detected
obstacle.

One or more sensors 14 may also be configured to
generate sensor data indicative of a position of user 18, and
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processor 24 can be configured to receive the information
and determine the location of user 18 based on the received
information. Processor 24 can, for example, use any of the
techniques described above for determining a location of
obstacles 16 to determine the location of user 18. In some
examples, processor 24 determines the location of user 18
based on global coordinates provided by a GPS sensor
co-located with user 18 (e.g., in device 20 or on the user’s
person).

The information received by processor 24 from sensors 14
and other sources of information regarding the location of
obstacles 16 may be stored in memory 24 in some examples.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, memory 25 includes image
database 26, which may be configured to store overhead
images of one or more surfaces, including surface 22 upon
which aircraft 12 and obstacles 16 are positioned. The
overhead images can be, for example, satellite images.
Processor 24 may be configured to retrieve one or more
overhead images from image database 26 in order to gen-
erate the GUI including graphical representations of aircraft
12 and one or more obstacles 16 on an overhead image of
surface 22. Processor 24 may subsequently display the GUI
via user interface 48.

In addition to, or instead of memory 25 located within
device 20, in some examples, image database 26 can be
stored by a device external to device and accessible to
processor 24 via a suitable communication link. For
example, image database 26 can be a satellite database
provided by a third party. Examples of satellite databases
can include, for example, Google Earth, provided by Google
Inc. of Mountain View, Calif.

User interface 48 is configured to present information
regarding one or more detected obstacles to a user, who may
be a part of a crew in a cockpit of aircraft 12, a part of a
ground crew, or another user. As discussed below, the
information may be a GUI including a graphical represen-
tation of aircraft 12, graphical representations of one or more
obstacles, and an overhead image of surface 22 on which
aircraft 12 and the obstacles are positioned. User interface
48 includes a display, which can be, for example, one or
more of a liquid crystal display (LCD) or a light emitting
diode (LED) display configured to present visual informa-
tion to the user. The display can be provided by any suitable
device, such as, for example, one or more of a tablet
computing device, an electronic flight bag (EFB), a primary
flight display (PFD), a multifunction display (MFD), a
navigation display, or any other suitable display. The display
can be a head-up display, ahead-down display, or a head-
mounted display.

In addition, in some examples, user interface 48 includes
a speaker configured to deliver audible information, a sen-
sory device configured to deliver information via a soma-
tosensory alert, or any combination thereof. In some
examples, user interface 48 is configured to receive input
from a user. For example, user interface 48 can include one
or more of a keypad, buttons, a peripheral pointing device or
another input mechanism that allows the user to provide
input and navigate though the user interface of device 20.
The buttons may be dedicated to performing a certain
function, e.g., receiving user input indicative of a specific
type of input, or the buttons and the keypad may be soft keys
that change in function depending upon the section of a
display currently viewed by the user. In some examples, the
display of user interface 48 may be a touch screen display
configured to receive the input from a user.

Processor 24 is configured to generate and display, via
user interface 48, a GUI that includes an overhead image
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(e.g., a satellite image) of surface 22 on which aircraft 12 is
positioned, a graphical representation of aircraft 12, and
graphical representations of obstacles 16. In some examples,
the GUI also includes a graphical representation of a user.
Processor 24 is configured to generate the GUI based on
sensor data from one or more of sensors 14 and one or more
overhead images from image database 26. The images may
be satellite images of surface 22 upon which aircraft 12,
obstacles 16, and user 18 are positioned.

In some examples, system 21 includes a rendering engine
that is configured to display satellite data, terrain elevation
data, and geo-registered image data in a global coordinate
system (e.g., latitude and longitude). System 21 may store a
collection of top down architectural plan images of an
airport in memory 25 or the images may be stored external
to system 21, e.g., in a remote database. Processor 24 can
georegister the top down architectural plan images for
display via the GUI by at least geo-registering the coordi-
nates (e.g., latitude and longitude) of at least two corners of
the image (e.g., the bottom left and top right corners of the
images). Processor 24 can use these at least two points along
with the image resolution and size to accurately display
these now geo-registered images on the user interface top
down view. This technique may also be used to georegister
other types of images, such as satellite images.

Processor 24 positions the graphical representations of
aircraft 12, obstacles 16, and user 18 relative to the overhead
image to indicate the current position (e.g., geographical
location and orientation) of aircraft relative to other features
shown in the overhead image (e.g., airport buildings). In
some examples, the overhead image includes an image of
one or more of aircraft 12, obstacles, or user 18 in their
respective positions at the time processor 24 generates the
GUI. In these examples, processor 24 may still generate and
represent the graphical representations of aircraft 12,
obstacles 16, and user 18 in conjunction with the overhead
image. Processor 24 may, for example, overlay the respec-
tive graphical representations over the images of aircraft 12,
obstacles 16, and/or user 18. The graphical representations
may, for example, be more easily distinguishable from other
portions of the overhead image, which may help user 18 to
quickly ascertain the position of aircraft 12, aircraft 12,
obstacles 16, and user 18 in the GUI.

In addition, processor 24 can include additional graphical
representations of one or more of aircraft 12, obstacles 16,
and user 18 in the GUI to convey additional information to
the user, such as the threat level of the obstacles. The
graphical representations of obstacles 16 may, for example,
include one or more characteristics (e.g., visible indicia) that
indicate the threat level of the obstacles, which may be a
function of the proximity of the obstacles to the vehicle. For
example, for the graphical representation of one or more
obstacle 16, processor 24 can select visible indicia (e.g., a
particular color, shading, line pattern, or any combination
thereof) from a plurality of available visible indicia based on
the relative distance (e.g., lateral or vertical) between the
detected obstacle and aircraft 12. Processor 24 may then
generate and present the GUI including the graphical rep-
resentation of the obstacle and the indication of the area of
unknown including the visible indicia.

The plurality of available visible indicia can be, for
example, organized according to a particular code in which
a first indicia represents a first distance range to aircraft 12,
a second indicia represents a second distance range to
aircraft 12, and a third indicia represents a third distance
range to aircraft 12. Any suitable number of distance ranges
can be included in the code. As another example, the



US 9,472,109 B2

13

plurality of available visible indicia can be, for example,
organized according to a code in which a first indicia
represents a primary target, a second indicia represents an
intermediate target, and a third indicia represents a second-
ary target. User 18 may be educated in the represented types
of targets and the associated threat levels.

The graphical representations of aircraft 12, obstacles 16,
and user 18 can take any suitable form. In some examples,
the graphical representations of one or more of aircraft 12,
obstacles 16, and user 18 are graphical icons that resemble
the real world configurations of aircraft 12, obstacles 16, and
user 18, respectively. In other examples, the graphical rep-
resentations of one or more of aircraft 12, obstacles 16, and
user 18 are graphical icons are general shapes (e.g., circles,
parallelograms, triangles, and the like).

Processor 24 can generate the GUI in any suitable manner.
Processor 24 generates the GUI by at least spatially regis-
tering the graphical representations of aircraft 12 and
obstacles 16 to align with the overhead image in order to
represent the real world position of aircraft 12 and obstacles
16 relative to each other, to user 18, and other features
shown in the overhead image (e.g., building structure,
geographical landmarks, and the like), In this way, the GUI
includes an arrangement of graphical representations of
aircraft 12. and obstacles 16, and, in some examples, user
18, on the overhead image that indicate the real world
locations of aircraft 12 and obstacles 16 (and, in some
examples, user 18). The registration can be performed, for
example, based on coordinates of aircraft 12, coordinates of
obstacles 16, and coordinates of one or more features of the
overhead linage, The coordinates can be global coordinates
or another suitable coordinate system.

Processor 24 may, in some examples, position the graphi-
cal representations of aircraft 12 and obstacles 16 (and, in
some examples, user 18) relative to the overhead image (also
referred to herein as “on” the overhead image or “overlaid”
over the overhead image) by at least by geo-registering each
of the graphical representations to particular portions of the
overhead image. Processor 24 can, for example, determine
the global coordinates of a plurality of different portions of
aircraft 12 (e.g., based on the position indicated by a sensor
14 on the particular portion of aircraft 12), associate each of
these global coordinates to respective portions of the graphi-
cal representation of aircraft 12, determine global coordi-
nates of two or more reference points (e.g., building struc-
tures and landmarks, geographical features, and the like) in
the overhead image or a coordinate system of the overhead
image, and map the graphical representations of aircraft 12
to the overhead image by matching up the global coordinates
of the plurality of different portions of aircraft 12 to the
overhead image. Processor 24 can, for example, rotate a
graphical representation of aircraft 12 relative to an over-
head image until the global coordinates of two or more
portions of aircraft 12 (e.g., at least three portions of aircraft
12) align with the portions of the overhead image corre-
sponding to the global coordinates.

As another example, processor 24 can position the graphi-
cal representations of obstacles 16 relative to the overhead
image by at least determining the global coordinates of each
of obstacles 16 (e.g., a single point of each obstacle or
multiple points on each obstacle), associate each of these
global coordinates to the respective graphical representa-
tions of obstacles, determine global coordinates of two or
more reference points (e.g., building structures and land-
marks, geographical features, and the like) in the overhead
image or a coordinate system of the overhead image, and
map the graphical representation of the obstacles to the
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overhead image by matching up the global coordinates
associated with the obstacles to the overhead image.

In other examples, processor 24 can position the graphical
representations of obstacles 16 relative to the overhead
image based on determined positions of the obstacles 16
relative to aircraft 12 (e.g., based on the distance and angular
position between the obstacles and sensors 14 of aircraft 12).
For example, processor 24 may position the graphical rep-
resentation of aircraft 12 relative to the overhead image
(e.g., using the technique described above), determining the
relative position of the obstacles relative to one or more
sensors 14 of aircraft 12, and positioning the graphical
representations of obstacles 16 relative to the graphical
representation of aircraft 12 based on the determined relative
position of the obstacles relative to the one or more sensors
14 of aircraft 12.

In some examples, in order to generate the GUI including
the graphical representation of aircraft 12 on the overhead
image, processor 24 may geo-register graphical representa-
tions of a plurality of portions of aircraft 12 to a correspond-
ing plurality of portions of the overhead image. For
example, processor 24 may receive sensor data from a
particular sensor 14 (e.g., sensor 14A) and, based on the
data, geo-register a graphical representation of a portion of
aircraft 12 corresponding to the particular sensor (e.g., left
wing of aircraft 12) to a portion of the overhead image.
Processor 24 may repeat this technique for a plurality of
portions of aircraft 12, such that a graphical representation
of the entirety of aircraft 12 may be accurately displayed
over the overhead image.

In some examples, raw data from sensors 14 that indicates
the location of a respective sensor 14 (and, thus, of the
portion of aircraft 12 on which the respective sensor 14 is
positioned) may include sensor drift or error and, thus, may
not accurately represent the location. Thus, in some
examples, processor 24 may utilize a technique such as
sensor fusion to determine the location (e.g., global coordi-
nates) of each sensor 14 and correct for any errors in the
outputs of sensors 14. Processor 24 may perform the sensor
fusion by referencing the location of each sensor 14 to the
location of other sensors 14. Processor 24 may, for example,
determine the relative positions between sensors 14 based on
data stored by memory 25. Sensors 14 may be in fixed
positions relative to each other, such that the relative posi-
tions (e.g., distances) between sensors 14 are known values
that may not significantly over time. In some examples,
processor 24 uses a limited fusion based sensor calibration
procedure to determine the relative locations of sensors 14
to aircraft 12.

FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram illustrating an example of
a limited fusion based sensor calibration procedure that
processor 24 may implement in order to determine the
relative positions of sensors 14 and to help account for
sensor drift when using the output of sensors 14 to determine
the location of sensors 14 in the real world. FIG. 3 illustrates
a schematic front view of aircraft 12, which includes aircraft
navigation receiver 28 and nose 29. Centerline 30 of aircraft
12 extends in a z-axis direction (orthogonal x-y axes are
shown in FIG. 3 for ease of description only) through
aircraft navigation receiver 28 and in a direction perpen-
dicular to the plane of the image shown in FIG. 3. Also
shown in FIG. 3 are two sensors 14A, 14B, which are
located on respective wings of aircraft 12 and in a fixed
position relative to each other. Sensors 14A, 14B each have
a respective field of view 32A, 32B, which can be any
suitable size.
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In the calibration procedure, calibration target 34 is placed
at a z-axis position along centerline 30 of aircraft 12 at a
known distance in the x-axis direction from the centerline.
Thus, the real world position of target 34 is known. Proces-
sor 24 determines the position of calibration target 34 based
on the output of sensor 14A. This may be referred to as a first
sensor-relative position of target 34. In addition, processor
24 separately determines the position of calibration target 34
based on the output of sensor 14B. This may be referred to
as a second sensor-relative position of target 34. Processor
24 may repeat this for any other sensors 14 that are being
calibrated, In this way, processor 24 determines a plurality
of sensor-relative positions of calibration target 34 based on
the outputs of a plurality of sensors 14.

Processor 24 can then determine the offsets of each sensor
14 (e.g. the offsets in a longitudinal direction, latitudinal
direction, or both) by comparing the differences between the
known position of target 24 and the sensor-relative position
of target 14. The sensors offsets can indicate, for example,
the relative location of a particular sensor relative to aircraft
centerline 30, relative to another sensor 14, relative to
another fixed point on aircraft, such as aircraft navigation
receiver 28, or both. As another example, the sensor offsets
can indicate the adjustment that needs to be made to the
output of a particular sensor 14 to account for the errors in
the output of the sensor. For example, processor 24 can
determine that the sensor offset for sensor 14A is the
difference between the first sensor-relative position of target
34 and the known real world location of target 34, Processor
24 may then adjust the output of sensor 14A by the offset in
order to determine the real world position of sensor 14A
based on the output of sensor 14A.

Processor 24 can perform the calibration of sensors 14
any suitable frequency, such as upon installation of system
21 on an aircraft, at periodic maintenance intervals (e.g., on
a weekly or monthly basis), or both. Processor 24 can store
the sensor offsets and relative positions of sensors 14 in
memory 25 for later use by processor 24 for, e.g., sensor
fusion. The calibration described with respect to FIG. 3 may
allow for non-precision installation of sensors 14 because
processor 24 can calibrate out relatively small errors and
aircraft specific differences in the spacing of sensors 14.

Processor 24 may use sensor fusion to adjust for any
errors in the location of sensors 14 indicated by sensors 14
themselves based on the known relative positions between
sensors 14. As an example, processor 24 can adjust the
outputs of sensors 14A, 14B using sensors offsets deter-
mined using the technique described with respect to FIG. 3.
In addition, or in the alternative, processor 24 can adjust for
errors in the location of sensors 14 based on the known
positions of sensors 14. For example, if sensor 14A and 14B
are known to be a fixed distance X from each other in a
certain direction (e.g., along the y-axis direction shown in
FIG. 3), but the output from sensors 14A, 14B indicates
sensors 14A, 14B are a greater distance Y from each other,
processor 24 may adjust the output from sensors 14A, 14B
based on the distance between X and Y, such that the
adjusted output from sensors 14A, 14B more accurately
reflects the known distance between sensors 14A, 14B.

Processor 24 can implement any suitable sensor fusion
technique to combine data from sensors 14 to better reflect
the real world locations of sensors 14. By using sensors
fusion and cross-referencing the outputs of sensors 14,
processor 24 may generate data that more accurately indi-
cates the position (e.g., global coordinates) of particular
sensors 14 (and, thus, particular portions of aircraft 12). In
some examples, instead of using the raw data directly
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received from sensors 14 to generate and overlay graphical
representations of aircraft 12 and/or one or more obstacles
16 on the overhead image of surface 22, processor 24 may
first manipulate or process the data, e.g., via sensor fusion,
to arrive at data that is more accurately representative of the
positions of particular portions of aircraft 12, particular
obstacles 16, or user 18.

In other examples, processor 24 can use one or more other
techniques to register the graphical representations of air-
craft 12 and obstacles 16 the overhead image.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example GUI 49, which is generated
by processor 24. FIG. 4 schematically illustrates an example
external device 20, which may be used by user 18 (e.g.,
aground crew member) to gain context awareness of aircraft
12 and obstacles 16. In the example illustrated in FIG. 4,
device 20 includes processor 24 and user interface 48, which
includes a display that is presenting GUI 49 generated by
processor 24. GUI 49 includes satellite image 50 and graphi-
cal representation 52 of aircraft 12 and graphical represen-
tations 54A-54D of obstacles 16A-16D, respectively, on
satellite image 50. Satellite image 50 is an example of an
overhead image of surface 22 upon which aircraft 12 and
obstacles 16 are positioned.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 4, GUI 49 also includes
graphical representation 56 of user 18 on satellite image 50.
In some examples, GUI 49 may also include a visible indicia
that highlights or flags, for user 18 viewing GUI 49, the
current location of the user. For example, a textual indication
that “YOU ARE HERE” may be displayed adjacent graphi-
cal representation 56 of user 18. As another example,
graphical representation 56 of user 18 can be displayed in a
unique color that causes graphical representation 56 to stand
out. The visible indicia that helps highlight or flag the
current position of user 18 within satellite image 50 may
help give the user context for the displayed GUI 49, e.g., so
that user 18 may orient himself or herself to the displayed
GUI 49.

As discussed above, processor 24 may generate GUI 49
by registering the graphical representations of aircraft 12,
obstacles 16, and user 18 to satellite image 50 based on data
from sensors 14. In the example illustrated in FIG. 4,
satellite image 50 includes images of obstacles 16A-16D,
and processor 24 generates GUI 39 such that graphical
representations 54A-54D are positioned over the top of the
portion of satellite image 50 that illustrates the respective
obstacle 16, In other examples, satellite image 50 may not
illustrate images of obstacles 16 and graphical representa-
tions 54 may be the only representation of obstacles 16 on
satellite image 50. In either case, processor 24 may be
configured to generate graphical representations 54 based on
data from sensors 14.

Processor 24 generates graphical representations of
obstacles 54A-54D to highlight the positions of the real
world obstacles 16A-16D, e.g., to make them more visible
or to make their positions known to user 18. In some
examples, the graphical representations of aircraft 12 are
selected based on a unique code transmitted to the display
device across digital messages. This code can be selected
when system 21 is installed on aircraft 12 and the aircraft
type and model are identified. The code is transmitted via
digital message to processor 14, which then selects, based on
the code, the correct aircraft footprint from a library of
available footprints (e.g., stored by memory 25). These
footprints can be updated throughout the life of system 21 to
keep pace with new models of aircraft.

In some examples, processor 24 can choose obstacle
representations according to several conditions. As part of
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the transmission of anti-collision data from aircraft 12 to a
ground user, processor 24 may transmit many targets which
may represent the same obstacle or multiple obstacles.
Processor 24 or a device used by the ground user may
attempt to piece together targets that make up a single large
obstacle versus targets that represent many discrete
obstacles in the area. For targets that processor 24 can
reasonably conclude are part of the same obstacle, processor
24 may generate a GUI including a dynamically sized
graphical representation of the obstacle. For targets that
represent small discrete obstacles, processor 24 may gener-
ate a GUI including a relatively small default graphical
representation of the obstacle.

Graphical representations 54A-54D may have any con-
figuration suitable for illustrating the position of obstacles
16A-16D, and, in some cases, the threat level of the
obstacles, to user 18. For example, graphical representations
54A-54D may be any suitable shape (e.g., a circle, a square,
a shape that approximates the actual obstacle 16 etc.), color
(e.g., a bright color to attract attention to the graphical
representation, a variety or pattern of colors, etc.), and the
like. In addition, in some examples, GUI 49 includes one or
more characteristics (e.g., visible indicia) that indicate a
relative distance between obstacles 16 and the aircraft 12 in
the real world.

Similarly, processor 24 generates graphical representation
52 to highlight the position of aircraft 12, e.g., relative to
obstacles 16, user 18, or other objects (e.g., that appear in
satellite image 50). Graphical representation 52 may have
any configuration suitable for illustrating the position of one
or more portions of aircraft 12 to user 18. For example,
graphical representation 52 may have a configuration similar
to an aircraft shape, or may be a different shape. In some
examples, memory 25 (FIG. 2) of system 21 stores a
plurality of graphical representations 52 of aircraft 12, and
processor 24 selects the graphical indication 52 based on a
determined type of aircraft 12. Processor 24 can determine
the type of aircraft based on, for example, user input
received via user interface 48 (FIG. 2) or based on data
received from aircraft 12 or ground control. Each graphical
representation 52 of aircraft 12 can, for example, have a
configuration that represents the real-world configuration
(e.g., a top plan view) of aircraft 12. In other examples,
graphical representation 52 of aircraft 12 is a generic shape
that is used for multiple types of aircraft 12.

GUI 49 presents information that indicates the real world
position of obstacles 16 relative to aircraft 12, as well as
relative to user 18. GUI 49 provides information with which
user 18, who may in some examples be a ground crew
member, may gain awareness of the relative positions of
various portions of aircraft 12 and obstacles 16 and, thus, be
able to more effectively direct maneuvering of aircraft 12
around obstacles 16.

Although not shown in FIG. 4, in some examples, pro-
cessor 24 generates GUI 49 including additional information
regarding one or more of aircraft 12 and obstacles 16. For
example, GUI 49 can provide one or more of alphanumeric
information that indicates the length, width, and type of
aircraft 12 being displayed, the GPS position of one or more
sensors 14, the aircraft-centered positions of sensors 14, and
a list of detected obstacles (e.g., the position, such as
distance an angular position, relative to a particular sensor
14). Processor 49 can update GUI 49 to include this infor-
mation periodically, upon receipt of user input requesting the
information, or at any other suitable time.

An aircraft-centered position of a sensor 14 is the position
of sensor 14 in the coordinate system of aircraft 12, which
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is, tier example, fixed relative to a known, fixed point on
aircraft. In some examples, the known, fixed point about
which the aircraft coordinate system is generated is the
aircraft navigation receiver, which may be point (0,0) of the
coordinate system. Processor 24 may need to determine the
position of sensors 14 in the aircraft coordinate system in
order to correctly display obstacle positions in the correct
locations in GUI 49. Processor 24 may determine the
position of sensors 14 in the aircraft coordinate system based
on the location of a particular sensor relative to fixed point
on aircraft 12, such as aircraft navigation receiver 28,
adjusted by the sensor offset (described with respect to FIG.
3.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating an example technique
for generating a GUI including an overhead image of an area
in which aircraft 12 is positioned (e.g., a surface on which
aircraft 12 is positioned), as well as graphical representation
of aircraft 12 and a graphical representation of at least one
obstacle 16 displayed together with the overhead image.
While FIG. 5 is primarily described with respect to GUI 49
(FIG. 4), in other examples, the technique shown in FIG. 5
can be used to generate another GUI including the graphical
representations of aircraft 12 and one or more obstacles 16
on an overhead image of an area in which aircraft 12 is
positioned. In addition, while the technique shown in FIG.
5, is primarily described with respect to processor 24 and
system 21, in other examples, another processor can perform
any part of the technique shown in FIG. 5, as well as any
other techniques described herein, alone or in combination
with processor 24.

In accordance with the technique shown in FIG. 5,
processor 24 determines the location of aircraft 12 (58). For
example, processor 24 may receive sensor data indicative of
a position of a portion of aircraft 12, e.g., from one of
sensors 14, For example, as discussed above, processor 24
may receives sensor data from sensor 14A that is indicative
of a position of the left wing of aircraft 12, The determine
location of aircraft 12 can include, for example, global
coordinates of one or more portions of aircraft 12, or
locations of one or more portions of aircraft 12 relative to
known reference point (e.g., an airport structure).

According to the technique illustrated in FI1G. 5, processor
24 determines the location of one or more obstacles (60). For
example, processor 24 may receive sensor data indicative of
a position of one or more obstacles 16, e.g., from one or
more of sensors 14. Processor 24 can determine the location
of the one or more obstacles using any suitable technique,
such as, but not limited to, any one or more of the techniques
described above, such as those described in U.S. Patent
Application Publication No. 2012/0200433 by Glover et al.,
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/835,122 by Lamkin et
al.,, and U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/710,400 by
Bateman et al. Processor 24 can determine the location of
the one or more obstacles by, for example, determining the
distance between each obstacle (or at least one surface of the
obstacle) and aircraft 12 based on the radar return pulses,
determining global coordinates of the obstacle based on
information from sensors 14 or information received via
another source.

Processor 24 may receive satellite image 50 (or another
overhead image) of surface 22 upon which aircraft 12 and
one or more obstacles 16 are positioned (62). In some
examples, device 20 may store satellite image 50, e.g., in
memory 25, and processor 24 may retrieve satellite image 50
from memory 25. In other examples, a remote computer or
party may transmit satellite image 50 to processor 24.
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Processor 24 may generate GUI 49 including graphical
representation 52 of aircraft 12 and graphical representations
54A-54D of obstacles 16A-16D, respectively, on satellite
image 50 (64) and display GUI 49 (66), e.g., via a display
device of user interface 48. For example, processor 24 may
generate GUI 49 so by geo-registering a. graphical repre-
sentation of one or more portions of aircraft 12 and geo-
registering graphical representation(s) of obstacle(s) 16 to
satellite image 50, as discussed with respect to FIG. 5.

The techniques of this disclosure may be implemented in
a wide variety of computer devices. Any components, mod-
ules or units have been described provided to emphasize
functional aspects and does not necessarily require realiza-
tion by different hardware units. The techniques described
herein may also be implemented in hardware, software,
firmware, or any combination thereof. Any features
described as modules, units or components may be imple-
mented together in an integrated logic device or separately
as discrete but interoperable logic devices. In some cases,
various features may be implemented as an integrated circuit
device, such as an integrated circuit chip or chipset.

If implemented in software, the techniques may be real-
ized at least in part by a computer-readable medium com-
prising instructions that, when executed in a processor,
performs one or more of the methods described above. The
computer-readable medium may comprise a tangible com-
puter-readable storage medium and may form part of a larger
product. The computer-readable storage medium may com-
prise random access memory (RAM) such as synchronous
dynamic random access memory (SDRAM), read-only
memory (ROM), non-volatile random access memory
(NVRAM), electrically erasable programmable read-only
memory (EEPROM), FLASH memory, magnetic or optical
data storage media, and the like. The computer-readable
storage medium may also comprise a non-volatile storage
device, such as a hard-disk, magnetic tape, a compact disk
(CD), digital versatile disk (DVD), Blu-ray disk, holo-
graphic data storage media, or other non-volatile storage
device.

The term “processor,” as used herein may refer to any of
the foregoing structure or any other structure suitable for
implementation of the techniques described herein. In addi-
tion, in some aspects, the functionality described herein may
be provided within dedicated software modules or hardware
modules configured for performing the techniques of this
disclosure. Even if implemented in software, the techniques
may use hardware such as a processor to execute the
software, and a memory to store the software. in any such
cases, the computers described herein may define a specific
machine that is capable of executing the specific functions
described herein. Also, the techniques could be fully imple-
mented in one or more circuits or logic elements, which
could also be considered a processor.

Various examples have been described. These and other
examples are within the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

determining, by a processor, a location of at least one

obstacle proximate an aircraft;

determining, by the processor, a location of the aircraft;

generating, by the processor, a graphical user interface

based on the location of the at least one obstacle and the
location of the aircraft, the graphical user interface
comprising a graphical representation of the aircraft
and a graphical representation of the at least one
obstacle overlaid on an overhead image of an area in
which the aircraft and the at least one obstacle are

20

positioned, wherein the overhead image is an image of

a real-world environment in which the aircraft is posi-

tioned, and wherein generating the graphical user inter-

face comprises spatially registering, by the processor,

5 the graphical representation of the aircraft and the

graphical representation of the at least one obstacle

with the overhead image to indicate a position of the

aircraft and the at least one obstacle relative to a feature
shown in the overhead image; and

displaying, by the processor, the graphical user interface

via a display device on the aircraft or on a device
external to the aircraft.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the
location of the at least one obstacle comprises receiving, by
the processor, sensor data indicative of the location of the at
least one obstacle, and wherein spatially registering the
graphical representation of the aircraft and the graphical
representation of the at least one obstacle with the overhead
image comprises geo-registering the graphical representa-
tion of the at least one obstacle to a portion of the overhead
image based on the sensor data.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein receiving sensor data
indicative of the location of at least one obstacle comprises
receiving at least one of Global Positioning System (GPS)
sensor data, radar sensor data, or data from a camera.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the
location of the aircraft comprises receiving, by the proces-
sor, sensor data indicative of the location of the aircraft, and
wherein spatially registering the graphical representation of
the aircraft and the graphical representation of the at least
one obstacle with the overhead image comprises geo-regis-
tering the graphical representation of the aircraft to a portion
of the overhead image based on the sensor data indicative of
the location of the portion of the aircraft.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the sensor data
indicates the location of each of a plurality of different
portions of the aircraft, and wherein geo-registering the
graphical representation of the aircraft to the portion of the
overhead image comprises geo-registering each portion of
the plurality of different portions of the aircraft to respective
portions of the overhead image based on the sensor data.

6. The method of claim 4, wherein receiving sensor data
indicative of the location the aircraft comprises receiving at
least one of Global Positioning System (GPS) sensor data or
an inertial navigation system of the aircraft.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the overhead image
comprises a satellite image.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving,
by the processor, sensor data indicative of a location of a
user, wherein generating the graphical user interface com-
prises generating, based on the sensor data, the graphical
user interface comprising a graphical representation of the
user on the overhead image.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining, by processor, a threat level of the at least one

obstacle based on the location of the at least one
obstacle; and

generating, by the processor, the graphical representation

of the at least one obstacle to include a characteristic
that represents the determined threat level of the at least
one of the at least one obstacle or the area of unknown.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the
location of the at least one obstacle comprises receiving, by
the processor, sensor data indicative of the location of the at
least one obstacle or the aircraft, wherein spatially register-
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ing the graphical representation of the aircraft and the
graphical representation of the at least one obstacle with the
overhead image comprises:

determining global coordinates of at least a portion of the

aircraft or the at least one obstacle based on the sensor
data;

determining global coordinates of two or more reference

points in the overhead image or a coordinate system of
the overhead image; and

mapping the graphical representation of the aircraft or the

graphical representation of the at least one obstacle to
the overhead image by at least matching up the global
coordinates of a respective one of the aircraft or the at
least one obstacle to the overhead image based on the
determined global coordinates of the two or more
reference points in the overhead image or the coordi-
nate system of the overhead image.

11. An aircraft system comprising:

a display; and

a processor configured to determine a location of at least

one obstacle proximate an aircraft, determine a location
of' the aircraft, generate a graphical user interface based
on the location of the at least one obstacle and the
location of the aircraft, and display the graphical user
interface via the display, the graphical user interface
comprising a graphical representation of the aircraft
and a graphical representation of the at least one
obstacle overlaid on an overhead image of area in
which the aircraft and the at least one obstacle are
positioned, wherein the overhead image is an image of
a real-world environment in which the aircraft is posi-
tioned, and wherein the processor is configured to
generate the graphical user interface by at least spa-
tially registering the graphical representation of the
aircraft and the graphical representation of the at least
one obstacle with the overhead image to indicate a
position of the aircraft and the at least one obstacle
relative to a feature shown in the overhead image.

12. The aircraft system of claim 11, further comprising at
least one sensor configured to generate sensor data indica-
tive of the location of the at least one obstacle, wherein the
processor is configured to determine the location of the at
least one obstacle based on the sensor data, and spatially
register the graphical representation of the aircraft and the
graphical representation of the at least one obstacle with the
overhead image by at least geo-registering the graphical
representation of the at least one obstacle to a portion of the
overhead image based on the sensor data.

13. The aircraft system of claim 12, wherein e at least one
sensor comprises at least one of a Global Positioning System
(GPS) sensor, a radar sensor, or a camera.

14. The aircraft system of claim 11, further comprising at
least one sensor configured to generate sensor data indica-
tive of the location of the aircraft, and wherein the processor
is configured to determine the location of the aircraft based
on the sensor data, and spatially register the graphical
representation of the aircraft and the graphical representa-
tion of the at least one obstacle with the overhead image by
at least geo-registering the graphical representation of the
aircraft to a portion of the overhead image based on the
sensor data indicative of the location of the portion of the
aircraft.

15. The aircraft system of claim 14, wherein the sensor
data indicates the location of each of a plurality of different
portions of the aircraft, and wherein the processor is con-
figured to geo-register the graphical representation of the
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aircraft to the portion of the overhead image by at least
geo-registering each portion of the plurality of different
portions of the aircraft to respective portions of the overhead
image based on the sensor data.

16. The aircraft system of claim 14, wherein the at least
one sensor comprises at least one of Global Positioning
System (GPS) sensor or an inertial navigation system of the
aircraft.

17. The aircraft system of claim 11, further comprising at
least one sensor configured to generate sensor data indica-
tive of a location of a user, wherein the processor is
configured to generate the graphical user interface by at least
generating, based on the sensor data, the graphical user
interface comprising a graphical representation of the user
on the overhead image.

18. The aircraft system of claim 11, wherein the processor
is further configured to determine a threat level of the at least
one obstacle based on the location of the at least one
obstacle, and generate the graphical representation of the at
least one obstacle to include a characteristic that represents
the determined threat level of the at least one of the at least
one obstacle or the area of unknown.

19. The aircraft system of claim 11, wherein the processor
is configured to determine the location of the at least one
obstacle by at least receiving sensor data indicative of the
location of the at least one obstacle or the aircraft, and
wherein the processor is configured to spatially register the
graphical representation of the aircraft and the graphical
representation of the at least one obstacle with the overhead
image by at least:

determining global coordinates of at least a portion of the

aircraft or the at least one obstacle based on the sensor
data;

determining global coordinates of two or more reference

points in the overhead image or a coordinate system of
the overhead image; and

mapping the graphical representation of the aircraft or the

graphical representation of the at least one obstacle to
the overhead image by at least matching up the global
coordinates of a respective one of the aircraft or the at
least one obstacle to the overhead image based on the
determined global coordinates of the two or more
reference points in the overhead image or the coordi-
nate system of the overhead image.

20. An aircraft system comprising:

means for determining a location of at least one obstacle

proximate an aircraft;
means for determining a location of the aircraft;
means for receiving an overhead image of area in which
the aircraft and the at least one obstacle are positioned;

means for generating a graphical user interface based on
the location of the at least one obstacle and the location
of the aircraft, the graphical user interface comprising
a graphical representation of the aircraft and a graphical
representation of the at least one obstacle on the
overhead image, wherein the overhead image is an
image of a real-world environment in which the aircraft
is positioned, and wherein the means for generating the
graphical user interface comprises means for spatially
registering the graphical representation of the aircraft
and the graphical representation of the at least one
obstacle with the overhead image to indicate a position
of the aircraft and the at least one obstacle relative to a
feature shown in the overhead image.
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